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Learn More

This Executive Summary provides an overview of findings from the full Reading Partners evaluation of
student social and emotional learning outcomes conducted during the 2021-2022 school year by the
OMNI Institute. To review the full report, go to www.omni.org/Reading-Partners-SEL-Evaluation.

For more information about this evaluation, contact OMNI at projects@omni.org. For more information
about Reading Partners, visit
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Implementation Results

Most students completed Lesson 1, Getting to Know You. Fewer than half of students
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benefit from additional training on how to relate the SEL lessons to students’ lived experiences. Relatedly,
one potential area for enhancing tutor training is on culturally responsive learning opportunities; although
tutors felt relatively well-prepared to discuss difficult questions or topics with the student, this was the
item with the lowest comfort score.

AmeriCorps members also raised challenges to implementing SEL lessons and provided recommendations
that may prove helpful in future iterations of the programming. Regarding their perspectives as
coordinators, many of the AmeriCorps members indicated they had not received sufficient training
explaining why SEL was part of the curriculum. This made the task of convincing tutors about the benefits
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Implications and Conclusions

During the 2021-2022 school year, OMNI conducted an evaluation to understand the successes and
challenges of implementing SEL tutoring lessons through the Reading Partners program and the degree to
which students served by Reading Partners demonstrated gains in SEL competencies.

Reading Partners students demonstrated growth in SEL competencies that was greater
than expected based on maturation alone. Further research is need0.6 (5)3.2 01u.6 (s)3.29n.N ()-9.5 612
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vi Other languages spoken at home include: Arabic, Cantonese, Farsi, French, Hmong, Nepali, Russian, Somali,
Tigrinya, and Vietnamese. For a small number of students, language was not specified. Percentages sum to more
than 100% because parents/guardians could select multiple home languages.

Vi Both the Early Elementary and Late Elementary SEL assessments include scales measuring self-control and social
perspective-taking; the Early Elementary assessment uniquely measures social problem-solving and emotion
regulation and the Late Elementary assessment uniquely measures understanding others.

vii Target students are those students that Reading Partners believes to be most likely to benefit from participating in
the program. These students generally possess a common set of characteristics with respect to their English language
skills, identification for special education services, and the degree to which they are performing behind grade-level
literacy expectations.

% Of note, this evaluation did not replicate prior findings that student-tutor relationship quality impacted student SEL
growth among Reading Partners students (see Murphy, K., Warner-Richter, M., Anderson, S., Hirilall, A. (2018)
Student OutcongReading Partners. https://readingpartners.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Outcomes-
FINAL.pdf). Possible reasons for these inconsistent findings are discussed in the full report.

*Jones, S., Bailey, R., Brush, K., & Kahn, J. (2017). Social and emotional learning for out-of-school time

settings. Retrieved from Wallace Foundation website: https://www.wallacefoundation.org/knowledge-
center/pages/social-and-emotional-learning-in-out-of-school-time-settings.aspx.
org/knowledgecenter/Documents/Social-and-Emotional-Learning-Out-of-School-Time-Settings-Brief. pdf.

“ https://www.childrensinstitute.net/sites/default/files/documents/SEL-in-OST_front-matter.pdf
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